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American Indian Rehabilitation Research and Training Center’s “Wisdom of the Storyteller” Conference Program Wins APEX 2003 Award for Publication Excellence

A 2003 APEX Award for Publication Excellence was given to the American Indian Rehabilitation Research and Training Center for the publication of its 32-page four color conference program, prepared for the April 25-26, 2002 "Wisdom of the Storyteller" national research capacity building and state-of-the science conference it hosted in Washington, DC.  Communications Concepts, Inc. gives APEX awards to professional communicators based on excellence in graphic design, editorial content and the ability to achieve overall communications excellence.  The "Wisdom of the Storyteller" conference program received the award under the category of "Conference and Meeting Materials."  The conference program was created and designed by the AIRRTC conference planning committee, Priscilla Sanderson, Dr. Lee Gaseoma, Julie Clay, John Sargent, Winona Reid, Jackie Bisbee, Reva Shircel, Rebecca Holland, Dr. Bobbie Atkins, Dr. Madan Kundu, Dr. Sylvia Walker, Elmer Guy, Tom Davis, Mari Guillermo, David Miles, Treva Roanhorse, Connie Berg, and John Cheek.

The cover of the program featured a commissioned painting by Joe Maktima of a grandmother storyteller with eleven children huddled around her as she tells stories.  In the words of artist Maktima, "With the storyteller concept in mind and the understanding of the mission of AIRRTC, I opted to portray the storyteller image surrounded by youths from some of the many different Native tribes of the United States, some in their Native dress, others in more modern attire.  Understanding the work and goals of AIRRTC, and conference objectives for which this artwork was specifically created, Iíve portrayed some of the children with physical disabilities."
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